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Daryl Ng

Chairman, Hong Kong - ASEAN Foundation
(AE-ApFELR & X%)

"l established the Hong Kong-ASEAN Foundation to contribute to
deepening and strengthening ties in culture, education, thought
leadership, and community engagement among the Chinese
Mainland, Hong Kong and the ASEAN."
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The Hong Kong-ASEAN Foundation
—— Being An Platform To Strengthen Cultural And

Economic Ties Between The Two Areas

Greetings.

First of all, | would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to the Belt
and Road General Chamber of Commerce for giving me this
opportunity to share my Belt and Road story.

The Belt and Road Initiative is a visionary blueprint with far-reaching
impacts on all aspects, such as trade, logistics and cultural exchanges.
And at its core, it is all about one word — connection.

| have been exposed to different cultures thanks to the unique East-
meets-West position of Hong Kong. | have met friends from diverse
backgrounds, who brought their own stories to add to the urban
tapestry of Hong Kong. | see firsthand why Hong Kong is the very
epitome of ‘super-connector’ and ‘super value-adder’, a role it has

been playing for more than a century.

N

CJHE W S oSG o
Wiy A

Belt & Road General Chamber of Commey



FHLEIHEE 8 100EBE—E—3IES

Conneciing e Weild itrem Heng Kengs
100

We are very fortunate to have a front-row seat to experience Hong
Kong’s unique strengths: a global financial, trading and logistics hub
that is now also a centre for international mediation; a symphony of
culture and languages; well-established legal system that is
recognised around the world, and a dynamic ecosystem backed by
world-class universities and a strong talent pool.

And our strengths find their ideal stage in the visionary Belt and Road
Initiative. ASEAN, a dynamic region with boundless opportunities, is
integral to the Belt and Road Initiative. We are glad that the ASEAN
has welcomed its 11th member state. The accession of East Timor
is a testament to the potential of the dynamic region.

We are also glad to see Hong Kong-ASEAN relations advancing and
thriving. The ASEAN has a young, energetic and well-educated
population, and it is one of the world's fastest growth engines. The
ASEAN was Hong Kong’s second largest trade partner in 2024. Total
merchandise trade between Hong Kong and ASEAN reached HK$1.3
trillion in 2024, a 14% increase from the year before, and representing
13.6% of Hong Kong's global merchandise trade. If we look at trade
figures with traditional partners such as the European Union, the
corresponding number is HK$493 billion. Numbers tell the story.
The ASEAN is a truly important arena for Hong Kong, its relevance and

importance is set to grow.
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The Central Government is advancing the China—ASEAN relationship
from regional connectivity to economic corridors.

It is in this spirit that | established the Hong Kong-ASEAN Foundation
to contribute to deepening and strengthening ties in culture,
education, thought leadership, and community engagement among
the Chinese Mainland, Hong Kong and the ASEAN.

Through this staggering growth and Hong Kong's natural, unique
position as a super-connector between China and the ASEAN,
bridging the diverse backgrounds has never been more relevant for
today’s complex geopolitics.
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A ASEAN Film Festival 2024

Beyond our partnerships with universities and organisations on
activities ranging from student exchange programmes to traditional
festivities, we support the Hong Kong—-ASEAN Summit for dialogue
exchanges, bring ASEAN narratives to our Film Festival for cultural
sharing, and engage with the ASEAN community in Hong Kong, whose
contributions are integral to our social fabric. These ties matter
deeply to us.
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KONG i How can Hong Kong build
SE 2022 stronger ties with mainland China

and Asean in the new normal?
ber 3, 2022 |- Hybrid event

Presenting Sponsors:. sritsaaiaig ‘ 5'§ili/erSponsor:
: : 4. HK-ASEAN |
China Morning Post L e e

72 - ¥EAY

A Hong Kong-ASEAN Summit 2022

Today, we celebrate the Hundred Hong Kong stories of the Belt and
Road. May they inspire hundreds and thousands more.

Thank you. (End)
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Connecting the World from Hong Kong:
100 Belt and Road Stories
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THE HONG KONG CHINESE ENTERFRISES ASSOCIATION HONG KONG CHINA FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION
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